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2009 New Jersey Schools of Character 
Program Description 

 

 

Through a grant from the John Templeton Foundation, the Character Education 

Partnership (CEP) has expanded its award program to include State Schools of Character 

(SSOC). Several states, including New Jersey, are now conducting SSOC competitions as 

a preliminary step to advancing to the National Schools of Character (NSOC) awards.  

The purpose of this tiered approach is to allow more schools and districts to be 

recognized and to provide exemplary sites within states to serve as models for other 

educators. 

 

Modeled after the NSOC awards program sponsored by CEP, the Center for 

Social and Character Development at Rutgers University (CSCD) and New Jersey 

Department of Education (NJDOE) coordinate the New Jersey Schools of Character 

awards program (NJSOC). The NJSOC program recognizes schools and districts that 

excel in exemplifying CEP’s Eleven Principles of Effective Character Education™ and 

demonstrate an outstanding character education initiative that yields positive results in 

student behavior, school climate, and academic performance. Selected NJSOC winners 

may advance to the national level competition. Named as CEP’s first affiliate site in July 

2005, CSCD piloted the first State Schools of Character award program in 2006. 

 

 This year’s NJSOC program involved a two tiered evaluation process before 

applications could advance to the national level. All applications were first reviewed by 

an initial panel of individuals knowledgeable in the field of character education. The 

second evaluation was conducted by a Blue Ribbon Panel of experts that reviewed the 

initial panel’s recommendation and determined the winners of the NJSOC.  NJSOC 

winners were then forwarded to CEP to be entered into the 2009 National Schools of 

Character competition.  
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2009 New Jersey Schools of Character 

Award Recipients 
 

 
WINNERS 
 

Brigantine Elementary School Brigantine, NJ 
Hamilton Township School District Hamilton, NJ 
Lake Riviera Middle School Brick, NJ 
Lawrence Intermediate School Lawrenceville, NJ 
Lawrenceville Elementary School Lawrenceville, NJ 
Liberty Corner School Liberty Corner, NJ 
Lore Elementary School Ewing, NJ 
Northfield Middle School Northfield, NJ 
 
 
HONORABLE MENTION  
 

Bartle Elementary School Highland Park, NJ 
James H. Johnson Elementary School Cherry Hill, NJ 
John A. Carusi Middle School Cherry Hill, NJ 
Joseph J. Catena Elementary School Freehold, NJ 
Kingston Elementary School Cherry Hill, NJ 
Lincoln School Newark, NJ 
Marlboro Memorial Middle School Morganville, NJ 
Memorial Junior School Whippany, NJ 
Pennsauken Campus of Camden County Technical School Pennsauken, NJ 
Woodcrest Elementary School Cherry Hill, NJ 
 
 
EMERGING SCHOOLS 
 

Lakeland Regional High School Wanaque, NJ 
Sayreville Middle School Parlin, NJ 
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2009 New Jersey Schools of Character  
 
Reviewers 
Gregg Arteglier   NJSOC Coordinator, CSCD@RU 
Jackie Arteglier   Assistant Executive Director, New Jersey Association of 

the Deaf-Blind, Inc. 
Lynne Azarchi Executive Director, KidsBridge Tolerance Museum 
Patti Crimaldi  Regional Supervisor, New Jersey Child Assault 
 Prevention 
Dr. Gerry Isaacson Former Principal, Lebanon Township Board of Education 
Robin Lang Project Director, Foster Care Counseling Project, Center 

for Applied Psychology, Rutgers University 
Dr. Brad Lerman  Director, Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities 

Project, Center for Applied Psychology, Rutgers 
University 

David Livingston Former County Superintendent of Schools, Somerset County 
Dr. Lovell Pugh-Bassett Coordinator of Character Education, Office of 

Educational Support Services, NJDOE 
Dr. Barry Mascari Assistant Professor, Counselor Education, Kean 

University 
Thomas Santo Principal, Zane North School, 2006 National School of 

Character award winner 
Dr. Jane Webber Associate Professor, Coordinator, Counseling Program, 

New Jersey City University 
Vera Winkler Director of Field Placement, Rider University 
Patricia Wright  Principal/Superintendent, H.W. Mountz School,  
 Spring Lake, NJ 
 

Blue Ribbon Panelists 
Deborah Conway Former Director, Professional Development, NJEA 
Eileen Dachnowicz Site visitor, screener, writer and editor for the National 
 Schools of Character, Character Education Partnership,  
 Washington, DC, and Supervisor of Academic Affairs  
 (Retired), Cranford High School 
Raymond C. Dinovi, Jr. Principal, Radix Elementary School, 2007 National  
 School of Character award winner 
 
Character Education Partnership  
Joseph Mazzola Executive Director, Character Education Partnership,  
 Washington, DC 
Janice Stoodley Director, National Schools of Character Program,  
 Character Education Partnership 
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National Schools of Character 
Program Description 

 
Every year, CEP grants approximately 10 awards to public and private schools, 

and districts (K-12) as National Schools of Character (NSOC) for their outstanding work 

in character education. Winning schools and districts receive a monetary award, which 

reflects the size of the school or district, half of which is used for outreach to other 

schools and districts. Winners may differ in their methods and implementation but all 

have comprehensive, exemplary character education programs that exemplify CEP’s 

Eleven Principles of Effective Character Education and serve as models for others. The 

criteria used to judge National Schools of Character award winners is CEP’s Character 

Education Quality Standards. As part of the application process, applicants score 

themselves using this document. 

 

National Schools of Character serve as models for other schools by: 

·  Providing training to other educators; 

·  Mentoring another school or district; 

·  Presenting at the Character Education Partnership’s Annual Forum and other state 

and national conferences. 

 

The 2009 winning NSOC schools will be announced on May 15, 2009 and will be 

recognized this year at CEP’s 16th National Forum on Character Education: “Citizens of 

Character – the Foundation of Democracy”. The Forum will be held October 29-31, 2009 

at the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center in Alexandria, VA. For more information about the 

Forum, and to view the list of 2009 NSOC winners, visit the CEP website at: 

http://www.character.org/.   

 

New Jersey historically ranks as one of the premier states in the NSOC program with 

over 100 awards from CEP for National Schools of Character, Finalists and Promising 

Practices Award Recipients. 
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2009 New Jersey Schools of Character 

Program Summaries 
 
 
 
 
New Jersey Schools of Character: 

Winners 
 

 
Brigantine Elementary School 
Grades PreS-4 
Brigantine Public Schools 
Contact: Mr. Donald A. Marrandino, Principal 
30 East Evans Boulevard 
P.O. Box 947 
Brigantine, NJ 08203 
609.264.9501 

 
The character education goals of 
the Brigantine Elementary School 
cover a multi-layered approach to 
building character through constant 
daily exposure to strong core 
ethical values for the whole child. 
The school’s specialization is an 
integrated approach to learning, addressing high student achievement in a safe, caring 
school environment. It is their belief that moral strength is a result of teaching the 
WHOLE child to make good choices consistently, treat others compassionately, and care 
about themselves by making healthy choices. Their process specifies the school 
community should make strong moral choices focusing on compassion, kindness, 
responsibility, high academic achievement, honesty, respect, and physical fitness. This 
promotes intrinsic moral values, academic excellence, and personal success. Brigantine’s 
program has taught children the importance of strong ethical and moral values through 
the practice of kindness and respect. 
 
“Character has become the thinking philosophy of the island. We are the best practitioners of what we 
believe” – Dr. Robert Previti, Superintendent of Schools, Brigantine, NJ 
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Hamilton Township School 
District 
Grades PreK-12 
Contact: Dr. Lois Braender, Assistant 
Superintendent of Instructional Services 
90 Park Avenue 
Hamilton, NJ 08690 

 
Hamilton Township School District 
(HTSD) was a National District of 
Character Finalist in 2008.  The 
HTSD mission statement, A Quality 
Education for Every Student, 
provides the template for the 
Teaching and Living Character 

(TLC) team to embody its philosophy: Rooted in Values, Growing in Knowledge and its 
vision to see the students become caring, productive citizens of the world community in 
100% of its school sites.  While the Board of Education policies and procedures sustain 
TLC’s philosophy and vision, instruction is the vehicle that provides students with 
opportunities to engage in curricular activities promoting moral and performance 
character.  The Committee for Safe and Civil Schools in HTSD recommended that 
instruction in violence prevention and character education be included in the district’s 
strategic plan and become an integral part of their school community culture.  HTSD 
actively engages administrators, all staff members, parents, and community members in 
its Character education initiatives.   
 
"Helping others in the community can always bring up someone's spirits, especially if it's for such a noble 
cause." –  Hamilton Township middle school student 
 

Lake Riviera Middle School 
Grades 6-8 
Brick Township School District 
Contact: Mrs. Janet Czarnecki 
Assistant Principal 
171 Beaverson Boulevard 
Brick, NJ 08724 
732.262.2600 
 
In response to the middle school 
child’s changing profile and their 
firm belief that they must take a 
more active role in addressing the 
social and emotional issues facing 
their students, Lake Riviera Middle 
School formed a Character 

Education Committee in the fall of 1999.  In recognizing this compelling need, they made 
character education the keystone in Lake Riviera’s mission and over time it has become 
synonymous with their school culture – imbedded in their daily practices, curriculum, 
service-learning, and community involvement.  In the years since Lake Riviera initiated 
their program, they have refined and strengthened their commitment to character 
education through service-learning. 
 
“Lake Riviera, with character education is the pride of Ocean County.” – Margo Melegari, Outback 
Community Relations Liaison 
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Lawrence Intermediate School 
Grades 4-6 
Lawrence Township Public Schools 
Contact: Ms. Cynthia Westhead 
PE Teacher/House Leader 
66 Eggerts Crossing Road 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 
609.671.5530 

 
Lawrence Intermediate School 
(LIS) formed a Character 
education committee that would 
focus on cultivating positive 
behavior and providing an 
enriched environment in which 
students could blossom and 
grow. Central to the plan was the belief that smaller communities of caring individuals 
would eliminate the anti-social behavior that plagued LIS. The Lawrence Intermediate 
School staff intentionally engages in teaching their students to become young citizens 
with high moral and ethical standards. LIS has shown significant decrease in the amount 
of negative/poor behavior, much of which can be attributed to the implementation of 
character education. 
 
“My sons have learned to persevere through their challenges whether academics or friendships with more 
confidence. They are also recognizing their responsibility in the success as well as the success of their 
friends in these areas…” -- Peggy Di Tommaso, Lawrence Intermediate School parent 
 
 

Lawrenceville Elementary School 
Grades PreK-3 
Lawrence Township Public Schools 
Contact: Mrs. Kathy Jensen, School Counselor 
40 Craven Lane 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 
609.671.5570 
 
Lawrenceville Elementary School strives 
daily to develop “caring, responsible, 
contributing citizens”.  It is Lawrenceville 
Elementary School’s belief that if these 
values are developed and reinforced at 
school, it will make ethical decision 
making an instinctive response in their 

students’ lives outside of the confines of the school walls.  The stakeholders at 
Lawrenceville Elementary School agreed that their Mission Statement, and one of their 
goals, should be dedicated to character education and the development of students who 
know, care about, and act upon core ethical values.  They have found that placing the 
emphasis on the six pillars, Respect, Responsibility, Caring, Citizenship, 
Trustworthiness, and Fairness has simplified the process so that even their youngest 
learners can understand character concepts. 
 
“As a Mom, I believe it is my job to teach my children right from wrong, compassion towards others, 
respect and responsibility. At LES (Lawrenceville Elementary School), our children not only have these 
qualities reinforced but they are given opportunities to act upon them; they become a natural part of their 
personalities...”– Sheila Kron; President, PTO, Lawrenceville Elementary School 
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Liberty Corner School 
Grades K-5 
Bernards Township Public School 
Contact: Dr. Kathleen Pecoraro, Principal 
61 Church Street 
Liberty Corner, NJ 07938 
908.204.2550 
 
Incorporating and infusing the tenets of 
character education into all facets of the 
curriculum and instructional day is a major 
emphasis at Liberty Corner School.  The 
nurturing of children who are mindful of 
moral, ethical, and compassionate behaviors and attitudes has become Liberty Corner 
School’s mission.  Engaging in numerous service-learning projects underscores their 
essential commitment to helping students internalize universally accepted moral values 
such as respect, responsibility, and trustworthiness, while reaching out to local 
communities. The Liberty Corner School community embraces values and morals, which 
are intricately woven throughout the day into discussions and reflections about exemplary 
character development. 
 
“The Character Education program at L.C.S. has helped me learn a lot. It has helped me earn trust from 
my teachers, family, and friends. It also has taught me to remember that I should always be respectful, 
responsible, compassionate, and all of the other character [traits] that make me the best I can be.  As you 
can see, the character program has really helped me throughout my years at Liberty Corner!” – Liberty 
Corner student (Partial quote) 
 
Lore Elementary School 
Grades K-5 
Ewing Public Schools 
Contact: Mrs. Patricia Womelsdorf, Principal 
13 Westwood Drive North 
Ewing, NJ 08628 
609.538.9800 

 
It is Lore Elementary School’s mission to 
create a functional, caring, and responsive 
learning community, where students could 
grow to be kind, develop self-control, and the 
capacity to learn and care for themselves and 
others, through the implementation of their 
UNITY program.  The UNITY program has been expanded to include a social skills 
curriculum, physical education challenges, school-wide service learning, and parent and 
community involvement.  Students at Lore Elementary School learn to resolve conflicts 
with confidence, dignity, and mutual respect. This sets the tone for a safe and peaceful 
school community. Teachers weave the threads of positive character development and 
skills throughout the academic curriculum, enhancing their lessons, and providing a 
sound educational, social, and emotional foundation, while fostering the concepts of 
community.    
 
"Looking back at my years at Lore School, I have to say that the Unity Program is one part of school life 
that will always stay with me.  As a kindergartener, we were shown how to model the unity words.  As we 
grew older and had to model more of the words, we learned how to include, respect and be responsible.  By 
modeling all of the words beyond our years at Lore, we can be successful students, good friends and good 
citizens." – Former Lore Elementary School student (Partial quote) 
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Northfield Middle School 
Grades PreK-8 
Northfield School District 
Contact: Dr. Carol Ferguson, Supervisor of Instruction 
2000 New Road 
Northfield, NJ 08225 
609.407.4010 
 
The focus of Northfield Middle School is to 
create a healthy, safe, and secure environment 
for all their students, by educating the whole 
child.  After learning that bullying was a 
prevalent issue within their school district, 
Northfield Middle School implemented bully 
prevention workshops, health and wellness 
workshops, and the Olweus Bully Prevention 
program.  Northfield Middle School also 
implemented the Community of Caring 
character education program.  Their five core 
values (respect, responsibility, trust, family, 
and caring) can be found throughout the school community.  The goal of Northfield 
Middle School is for all students to enter the school believing they have a positive 
purpose and that they are in a safe, caring, supportive, healthy, and ethical environment. 
 
“The lessons we have learned about character, service and helping others are lessons that we will carry 
with us for our whole lives.  When we have forgotten our geometry proofs and poems we have read, we will 
still remember the lessons we learned about who we want to be and how to treat people.” – Northfield 
Middle School 8th grade student 
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New Jersey Schools of Character: 
  Honorable Mention 

 
Bartle Elementary School 
Grades 2-5 
Highland Park School District 
Contact: Mrs. Deborah Pecora, Special Education Teacher 
435 Mansfield Street 
Highland Park, NJ 08904 
732.572.4100 
 
Bartle Elementary School’s theme “Together 
in Unity, Creating a Community” exemplifies 
their school goals and beliefs.  The staff at 
Bartle School believes that the development of 
good character in their students is equally 
important as teaching them the three R’s.  
Students, teachers, and parents of Bartle School actively engage in community service 
and leadership activities beyond the regular hours of a school day.  It is the goal to 
provide all Bartle Students with the appropriate tools to help them navigate the 
complicated world and respond to challenges in a caring manner. 
 
“Character education is a way of educating beyond the everyday academic curriculum.  It creates an 
environment of pride and involvement for everyone in our school community.  Having a focus on character 
education at Bartle School has not only made our school a better place, but our students better people!” 
 
 

James H. Johnson Elementary School 
Grades K-5 
Cherry Hill Public Schools 
Contact: Mrs. Karen Rockhill, Principal 
500 Kresson Road 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 
856.428.8848 

 
Johnson Elementary School is proud of their 
development into a true Professional Learning 
Community in which the educational, 
emotional, and social needs of their students are 
of primary focus.  They often times engage in 

self-reflection and have found that they would like to further concentrate their efforts in 
increasing their students’ opportunities for Service Learning, including those that involve 
the broader community outside of their school.  To this end, Johnson Elementary School 
has reinstituted their dormant Student Council and has created the Environmental Club 
that is working in conjunction with their Township’s RecycleBank Program. The school 
is comprised of students that represent diverse backgrounds.  The staff has attended 
Cultural Competence trainings so that all employees have access to the skills that are 
needed in working with people who come from a variety of perspectives. The Lion’s 
Quest program is the glue that holds Johnson Elementary School’s character education 
program together. 
 
"It is clear through the programs, lessons, and attitudes of the Johnson School Community that Character 
education is both valued and practiced." – Caryn Murtha, Johnson Elementary School parent 
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John A. Carusi Middle School 
Grades 6-8 
Cherry Hill Public Schools 
Contact: Mr. Ric Miscioscia 
Administrative Intern 
315 Roosevelt Road 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
856.667.1220 

 
John A. Carusi Middle School's 
vision statement sets the tone for 
their Character education program 
stating:  "Carusi Middle School 
believes in:  Commitment to young 
adolescents, high expectations for 
all, advocacy for every student, a partnership between school and community, and a 
unified vision and mission...an integrated curriculum that is challenging, with varied 
teaching and learning approaches, providing assessment and evaluations that promote 
learning, along with a flexible environment to meet the diverse needs of our students and 
programs and policies that foster emotional, social and academic success to all."  The 
staff, faculty, parents, students and leadership of the Carusi Middle School community 
continue to support and enhance an environment that strives to educate the whole 
individual. 
 
“Character education grows organically in the Carusi Community.” 
 
 

Joseph J. Catena Elementary School 
Grades K-5 
Freehold Township Elementary Schools 
Contact: Mrs. Cathleen Areman, Principal 
275 Burlington Road 
Freehold, NJ 07728 
732.431.4430 

 
Joseph J. Catena Elementary School has 
integrated character education into the 
academic and social fiber of the school 
through the Positive Behavior Support 
Initiative. Respectful, responsible, and 
safe students can be observed in those 
following traffic patterns, using 

pleasant faces and voices, and through the kind exchanges and helpful attitudes between 
members of the Catena community. In their classrooms, teachers consistently model 
expectations using the language of the program and modeling behaviors so every student 
understands what it means to be respectful, responsible, and safe in every area of their 
building. Catena School stakeholders believe students must feel safe in their environment 
and trust their teachers so they are comfortable to take risks to reach their potential. 
Catena School is proud to provide students with an equal opportunity environment 
through a curriculum that fosters character development, differentiates to accommodate 
all learners, and encourages risk taking, creativity, self-expression, and reflection. 
 
“Overall, positive behavioral support facilitates within students the desire to improve their character and 
be good citizens.” – Neal Dickstein, Assistant Superintendent, Freehold Township Schools, Freehold, NJ 
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Kingston Elementary School 
Grades K-5 
Cherry Hill Public Schools 
Contact: Mrs. Michelle Bransfield 
First Grade Teacher 
320 Kingston Road 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 
856.667.0986 

 
Kingston Elementary School's goal is to 
provide a quality education program in a 
positive environment preparing their 
students to be knowledgeable, responsible, 
caring, and confident citizens in the ever-
changing world.  Kingston Elementary School prides itself on the closeness between the 
school, students, alumni, and surrounding community.  The staff at Kingston Elementary 
School believes that students need to be taught not only to be productive and successful 
Americans, but well informed, empathetic, and intrinsically motivated citizens of the 
world. 
 
“Character education is what [Kingston Elementary School] is and who the members of the staff are – 
every day of the year. This is the foundation for all that is done at the school” – Joseph N. Meloche, parent 
of four Kingston Elementary School students. 
 
 

Lincoln School/Newark 
Grades PreK-7 
Newark Public Schools 
Contact: Mrs. Kay Pollard, Social Worker 
87 Richelieu Terrace 
Newark, NJ 07106 
973.374.2197 
 
The cornerstone of Lincoln 
School's character education 
initiative is a program entitled 
SHINE. SHINE is based on the 
belief that every day each 
student has the opportunity to 

let the best in them shine through.  Lincoln’s SHINE program offers an opportunity for 
children to cultivate positive values that build on strengths, and encourage a world view 
that is inherently good, right, and empowering.  Lincoln School also implements the six 
pillars of character education and other important traits such as cooperation, self-
discipline, friendship and positive-attitudes, with the goal to have these traits become an 
integral part of the Lincoln School culture. Lincoln School provides a safe haven where 
students learn that there are alternatives to negative behavior and destructive choices.   
 
"I am going to let my character shine everywhere I go and in everything I do." – 4th grade student at 
Lincoln School in Newark, NJ 
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Marlboro Memorial Middle School  
Grades 6-8 
Marlboro Township Public Schools 
Contact: Mr. Marc Edery, Vice Principal 
71 Nolan Road 
Morganville, NJ 07751 
732.972.7115 
 
For the past three years, MMMS has 
implemented the Community of Caring model of 
character education. The program promotes 
social inclusion of all children, encourages civic 
responsibility, and emphasizes the teaching of 
values in the classroom, hallway, cafeteria, and 
on the playing field. The five core values are 
integrated not only into the curriculum but also 
into every aspect of school life. This program 
encourages young people to reflect and act upon 
the core values as a guide to shaping their lives, illuminating goals, and making 
responsible decisions. The framework and components that have been implemented over 
the last three years include Values In and Across the Curriculum, Student Leadership and 
Forums, Family and Community Involvement, Service Learning/Community Service, 
Social Inclusion of All Students, and Staff Development/Ongoing Support. 
 
“Becoming a Community of Caring School has provided our entire school community with a structure and 
framework under which to implement many character education initiatives. These initiatives have had 
significantly positive effects on our students, staff, and families.” – Dr. Joanmarie Penney, Principal 
 
 

Memorial Junior School 
Grades 6-8 
Hanover Township Public Schools 
Contact: Ms. Colleen Griesbach, School Counselor 
61 Highland Avenue 
Whippany, NJ 07981 
973.515.2434 
 
At the core of the Memorial Junior School Character 
education Program is the belief that teachers must instill 
in their students the importance of ‘Making Good 
Choices’.  The mission statement of Memorial Junior 
School’s Character education Program states “The 
purpose of Character education is to foster courage, 
responsibility, confidence, and self-awareness among 
students and build open human relationships in a 
nurturing environment through structured opportunities 
with staff acting as mentors and child advocates.”  It is a 

priority at Memorial Junior School for both staff and students to incorporate making good 
choices into their weekly Character education activities. 
 
"I wish we could end every day with Character education" –Teacher at Memorial Junior School 
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Pennsauken Campus of Camden County Technical Schools 
Grades 9-12 
Camden County Technical Schools 
Contact: Ms. Charene Scheeper, Teacher/Cooperative Education Coordinator 
6008 Browning Road 
Pennsauken, NJ 08109 
856.663.1040 
 
Students at the Pennsauken Campus of 
Camden County Technical Schools are 
encouraged to strive to meet criteria for the 
“Gold and Silver Star” Achiever Program by 
attaining the following five “A’s” for success:  
Achievement, Attendance, Attitude, Activity 
or Athletic involvement, and Attire.  The goals 
for students include attainment of the pillars of 
character, namely, trustworthiness, respect, 
responsibility, fairness, caring, and 
citizenship.  Staff members emphasize the 
importance of these areas in their lessons and 
throughout the school day.  Students, staff, parents, and graduates share a feeling of 
“Penn Tech Pride” when reflecting upon the positive aspects and results of the school’s 
program. 
 
“How you act on a daily basis will make an impact on who you’ll get to know and what you’ll become.  
Character education can help you become the best ‘you’ that you can be and start you on the right path.  
Penn Tech’s Gold and Silver Star Achiever program gives you a goal to achieve each marking period.” – 
Student, Pennsauken Campus of Camden County Technical Schools  
 
 

Woodcrest Elementary School 
Grades K-5 
Cherry Hill Public Schools 
Contact: Mrs. Christina Boyle 
Character Education Co-Chair 
400 Cranford Road 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 
856.429.2058 
 
Woodcrest Elementary School 
integrates performance character 
and moral character with the 
Woodcrest family, developing 
excellence and ethics in tandem.  

Woodcrest Elementary School strives to become an Ethical Learning Community that is 
Smart (demonstrates performance character) and Good (demonstrates moral character).  
Their character education mission statement blends the Cherry Hill School District’s life 
skills standards (respect, responsibility, and American citizenship), the six pillars of 
character education, and the “Smart and Good” research of Lickona and Davidson.  It is 
the ultimate goal at Woodcrest to immerse the students in a school culture that establishes 
lifelong citizens of character. 
 
“Thoughts become Words, Words become Actions, Actions become Character, and Character is 
EVERYTHING!” 
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New Jersey Schools of Character: 
Emerging Schools 

 
 
Lakeland Regional High School 
Grades 9-12 
Lakeland Regional 
Contact: Mr. Ron Finkelstein, Vice Principal 
205 Conklintown Road 
Wanaque, NJ 07465 
973.835.1900 
 
Lakeland Regional High School’s mission is to provide exemplary, comprehensive 
education that develops all students to become knowledgeable, responsible citizens in a 
global environment. Lakeland Regional High School Students must complete a minimum 
number of hours of community and school service that promotes good citizenship as a 
requirement for graduation. Lakeland Regional High School has developed and 
implemented the “SUCCESS” program, which is a mentoring program for their 
disaffected and troubled students. The goal of Lakeland Regional High School’s 
character education program is to help students understand, care about, and act upon core 
ethical values.  
 
“Random acts of kindness can influence lasting character.” 
 
 
 

Sayreville Middle School 
Grades 6-8 
Sayreville Public Schools 
Contact: Mrs. Doreen Consulmagno, 
SAC/Character Education Coordinator 
800 Washington Road 
Parlin, NJ 08859 
732.525.5290 

 
Sayreville Middle School’s Character 
education mission statement is that 
each school in the district coordinates 
and provides leadership for the 
promotion of good character and 

opportunities to demonstrate core ethical values.  Sayreville Middle School bases their 
character education program on the principles of Character Counts! and Fish for School!  
In their daily work the teachers and administrators at Sayreville Middle School promote a 
caring, helpful, and positive school climate by modeling core values in their interactions 
with students and colleagues.   
 
“Our service learning projects at the middle school have motivated our school community towards positive 
climate changes and touched our disaffected students like nothing else ever has. I am grateful to the 
teachers, staff and administrators who have taken the time to create these projects and the changes it has 
made to our school climate.” – Doreen Consulmagno, Middle School SAC, District & Middle School 
Character Education Coordinator 
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Previous New Jersey Schools of Character  
Award Recipients (2006-2008) 

 
WINNERS 
 

Brigantine Elementary School (’08) Brigantine, NJ 
Carl W. Goetz Middle School (’07) Jackson, NJ 
Colonia High School (’08) Colonia, NJ 
Hamilton Township School District (’07 & ’08) Hamilton, NJ 
Horace Mann Elementary School (’08) Cherry Hill, NJ 
Lawrenceville Elementary School (’08) Lawrenceville, NJ 
Liberty Corner School (’07) Liberty Corner, NJ 
Livingston Park School (’08) North Brunswick, NJ 
Lore Elementary School (’08) Ewing, NJ 
Memorial Middle School (’06 & ’07) Fair Lawn, NJ 
Radix Elementary School (’06 & ’07) Williamstown, NJ 
Robert R. Lazar Middle School (’07) Montville, NJ 
Rosa International Middle School (’07 & ’08) Cherry Hill, NJ 
Pequannock Valley School (’06) Pompton Plains, NJ 
Veterans Memorial Elementary School (’08) Brick, NJ 
Woodcrest Elementary School (’08) Cherry Hill, NJ 
Zane North School (’06) Collingswood, NJ 
 
HONORABLE MENTIONS  
 

Avenel Street School (’08) Avenel, NJ 
Brigantine Elementary School (’07)  Brigantine, NJ 
Chester M. Stephens Elementary School (’06) Budd Lake, NJ 
Colonia High School (’06) Colonia, NJ 
Franklin Avenue Middle School (’08) Franklin Lakes, NJ 
Hamilton Township School District (’06) Hamilton, NJ 
Ho-Ho-Kus Public School (’08) Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ 
Holly Glen Elementary School (’07 & ’08) Williamstown, NJ 
Lake Riviera Middle School (’08) Brick, NJ 
Lawrence Intermediate School (’08) Lawrenceville, NJ 
Liberty Corner School (’06 & ’08) Liberty Corner, NJ 
Matthew Jago School #28 (’06)  Sewaren, NJ 
Robert R. Lazar Middle School (’08) Montville, NJ 
Sayreville Middle School (’08) Parlin, NJ 
Sayreville Public Schools (’06)  Sayreville, NJ 
St. Philip’s Academy (’08) Newark, NJ 
Sterling High School (’06) Somerdale, NJ 
TEAM Academy Charter School (’08) Newark, NJ 
Woodcrest Elementary School (’07) Cherry Hill, NJ 
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Previous New Jersey Schools of Character  
Award Recipients (2006-2008) cont’d 

 
 
EMERGING SCHOOLS  
 
 

Bartle Elementary School (’08) Highland Park, NJ 
Creative Arts High School (’06) Camden, NJ 
Delsea Regional School District (’06 & ’07) Franklinville, NJ 
Emerson High School (’07) Union City, NJ 
Franklin Township School (’07) Washington, NJ 
Greenwich Elementary School (’07) Stewartsville, NJ 
Howell Township Public School District (’07) Howell, NJ 
Marlboro Memorial Middle School (’07) Morganville, NJ 
Monongahela Middle School (’07) Sewell, NJ 
Pennsauken Campus of Camden Co. Technical Schools (’08) Pennsauken, NJ 
Upper Freehold Regional School District (’08) Allentown, NJ  
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National Schools of Character Awards 
New Jersey Recipients (2000 – 2009) 

(National Schools of Character Winners, Finalists and Promising Practices) 
 
School/School District City Award 
2009  (Winners will be announced in May 2009.) 

Brigantine Elementary School Brigantine  2009 NSOC Finalist 
Hamilton Township School District Hamilton  2009 NDOC Finalist 
Lake Riviera Middle School Brick  2009 NSOC Finalist 
Lore Elementary School Ewing 2009 NSOC Finalist 
Lawrence Intermediate School Lawrenceville 2009 Hon. Mention 
Lawrenceville Elementary School Lawrenceville  2009 Hon. Mention 
Liberty Corner School Liberty Corner  2009 Hon. Mention 
Northfield Middle School Northfield  2009 Hon. Mention  

2008 
Rosa International Middle School Cherry Hill 2008 NSOC Winner 
Brigantine Elementary School Brigantine 2008 NSOC Finalist 
Hamilton Township School District Hamilton 2008 NDOC Finalist 
Lore Elementary School Ewing 2008 NSOC Finalist 
Carl W. Goetz Middle School Jackson 2008 Promising Practice 
Colonia High School Colonia 2008 Promising Practice 
Cranford High School Cranford 2008 Promising Practice 
Dr. Paul Rafalides School (P.S. #33) Jersey City 2008 Promising Practice 
Frank R. Conwell School (P.S. #3) Jersey City 2008 Promising Practice 
Franklin Avenue Middle School Franklin Lakes 2008 Promising Practice 
Greenwood Elementary School Hamilton 2008 Promising Practice 
Hamilton Township School District Hamilton 2008 Promising Practice 
Hoboken Charter School Hoboken 2008 Promising Practice 
Lake Riviera Middle School Brick 2008 Promising Practice 
Langtree School Hamilton 2008 Promising Practice 
Lawrence Intermediate School Lawrenceville 2008 Promising Practice 
Lawrenceville Elementary School Lawrenceville 2008 Promising Practice 
Lincoln High School Jersey City 2008 Promising Practice 
Linwood Middle School North Brunswick 2008 Promising Practice 
Livingston Park Elementary School North Brunswick 2008 Promising Practice 
Marion T. Bedwell Elementary School Bernardsville 2008 Promising Practice 
McGalliard Elementary School Hamilton 2008 Promising Practice 
Mercerville Elementary School Mercerville 2008 Promising Practice 
Ollie E. Culbreth, Jr. School (P.S. #14) Jersey City 2008 Promising Practice (2) 
Pequannock Valley Middle School Pompton Plains 2008 Promising Practice (2) 
Radix Elementary School Williamstown 2008 Promising Practice 
Robert R. Lazar Middle School Montville 2008 Promising Practice (2) 
Robinson Elementary School Hamilton 2008 Promising Practice 
Woodcrest Elementary School Cherry Hill 2008 Promising Practice (2) 
Yardville School Hamilton 2008 Promising Practice 
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School/School District City Award 
2007 

Radix Elementary School Williamstown 2007 NSOC Winner 
Memorial Middle School Fairlawn 2007 NSOC Winner 
Alexander D. Sullivan School, P.S. #30 Jersey City 2007 Promising Practice 
Audubon Junior/Senior High School Audubon 2007 Promising Practice 
Bedwell Elementary School Bernardsville 2007 Promising Practice 
Brigantine Elementary School Brigantine 2007 Promising Practice (2) 
Carl W. Goetz Middle School Jackson 2007 Promising Practice (2) 
Christa McAuliffe School (P.S. #28) Jersey City 2007 Promising Practice 
Colonia High School Colonia 2007 Promising Practice (2) 
Cranford High School Cranford 2007 Promising Practice (3) 
Delsea Regional School District Franklinville 2007 Promising Practice 
Emerson High School Union City  2007 Promising Practice 
Forest Avenue School Glen Ridge 2007 Promising Practice 
Fred W. Martin School (P.S. #41) Jersey City 2007 Promising Practice 
Gladys Cannon Nunery School (P.S. #29) Jersey City 2007 Promising Practice 
Hamilton Township School District Hamilton 2007 Promising Practice (2) 
Harry S. Truman School Parlin 2007 Promising Practice 
Hoboken Charter School Hoboken 2007 Promising Practice (2) 
Hunterdon County Educational Services 
Commission School at West Amwell Lambertville  2007 Promising Practice 
Joseph H. Brensinger School (P.S. #17) Jersey City   2007 Promising Practice 
Liberty Corner School Liberty Corner 2007 Promising Practice (3) 
Lincoln High School Jersey City 2007 Promising Practice (2) 
Marlboro Memorial Middle School Morganville  2007 Promising Practice 
Memorial Middle School Fair Lawn 2007 Promising Practice (4) 
Newark Public Schools Office of  
Alternative Education -Twilight Programs Newark 2007 Promising Practice 
Ollie E. Culbreth, Jr. School, P.S. #14 Jersey City 2007 Promising Practice (3) 
Radix Elementary School Williamstown 2007 Promising Practice 
Ralph J. Steinhauer Elementary School Maple Shade 2007 Promising Practice 
Robert R. Lazar Middle School Montville 2007 Promising Practice (3) 
Salt Brook Elementary School New Providence 2007 Promising Practice 
Thomas B. Conley School Asbury 2007 Promising Practice 
Viola L. Sickles School Fair Haven 2007 Promising Practice 
Woodcrest Elementary School Cherry Hill 2007 Promising Practice (2) 

2006   
Zane North Elementary School Collingswood 2006 NSOC Winner 
Memorial Middle School Fair Lawn 2006 NSOC Finalist 
Pequannock Valley School Pompton Plains 2006 NSOC Finalist 
Radix Elementary School Williamstown 2006 NSOC Finalist 
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School/School District City Award  
2006 (cont’d) 

Alexander D. Sullivan School, P.S. #30 Jersey City 2006 Promising Practice 
Colonia High School Colonia 2006 Promising Practice (2) 
Cranford High School Cranford 2006 Promising Practice (2) 
Delsea Regional School District Franklinville 2006 Promising Practice 
Fred W. Martin School, P.S. #41 Jersey City 2006 Promising Practice 
Gladys Cannon Nunery School, P.S. #29 Jersey City 2006 Promising Practice 
Hamilton Township School District Hamilton 2006 Promising Practice 
Harry S. Truman School Parlin 2006 Promising Practice 
Hunterdon County Educational Services  
Commission School at West Amwell Lambertville 2006 Promising Practice 
Liberty Corner School Liberty Corner 2006 Promising Practice 
Lincoln High School Jersey City 2006 Promising Practice  
Memorial Middle School Fair Lawn 2006 Promising Practice (2) 
Newark Public Schools Office of   
Alternative Education – Twilight Programs Newark 2006 Promising Practice 
Ollie E. Culbreth, Jr. School, P.S. #14 Jersey City 2006 Promising Practice (2) 
Ralph J. Steinhauer Elementary School Maple Shade 2006 Promising Practice 
Robert R. Lazar Middle School Montville 2006 Promising Practice 

2005   
Yeshiva of North Jersey River Edge 2005 NSOC Finalist 
Avenel Street School  Avenel 2005 Promising Practice 
Barclay Brook School Monroe Township 2005 Promising Practice 
Christa McAuliffe School Jersey City 2005 Promising Practice 
Dr. Charles P. De Fuccio School Jersey City 2005 Promising Practice 
Ezra L. Nolan Middle School Jersey City 2005 Promising Practice 
Fred W. Martin School Jersey City 2005 Promising Practice 
Highland Park School District Highland Park 2005 Promising Practice 
Joseph Brensinger, PS # 17 Jersey City 2005 Promising Practice 
Lincoln High School Jersey City 2005 Promising Practice 
Maude Wilkins Elementary School Maple Shade 2005 Promising Practice 
Memorial Middle School Fair Lawn 2005 Promising Practice 
Pequannock Valley Middle School Pompton Plains 2005 Promising Practice 
Radix Elementary School Williamstown 2005 Promising Practice 
Robert Frost Elementary School East Brunswick 2005 Promising Practice 
Robert R. Lazar Middle School Montville 2005 Promising Practice 
South Amboy Elementary School South Amboy 2005 Promising Practice 
Thomas B. Conley School Asbury 2005 Promising Practice 
Zane North Elementary School Collingswood 2005 Promising Practice 
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School/School District City Award 
2004   

Cranford High School Cranford 2004 NSOC Winner 
Cherry Hill High School East Cherry Hill 2004 Promising Practice 
Gladys Cannon Nunery – P.S. #29 Jersey City 2004 Promising Practice 
Haskell Elementary School Haskell 2004 Promising Practice 
Kingston Elementary School Cherry Hill 2004 Promising Practice 
Long Branch Alternate School 
(MS/HS Alternative Program) Long Branch 2004 Promising Practice 
Martin Luther King Jr. No. 11  
Elementary School Jersey City 2004 Promising Practice 
Memorial Middle School Fair Lawn 2004 Promising Practice 
Plainfield High School Plainfield 2004 Promising Practice 
Robert Frost Elementary School East Brunswick 2004 Promising Practice 
South Amboy Elementary School South Amboy 2004 Promising Practice 

2003   
The Montclair Kimberley Academy Montclair   2003 NSOC Winner 
Cranford High School Cranford 2003 Promising Practice (4) 
Haskell Elementary School Haskell   2003 Promising Practice 
Hunterdon Central Regional High School  Flemington   2003 Promising Practice 
Plainfield Public Schools Plainfield   2003 Promising Practice 
Rev. Dr. Ercel F. Webb School Jersey City   2003 Promising Practice 
Village School Holmdel   2003 Promising Practice 
Zane North Elementary School Collingswood   2003 Promising Practice 

2002   
Mill Lake School  Monroe Township   2002 NSOC Finalist 
Barclay Brook School  Monroe Township   2002 Promising Practice 
Cranford High School  Cranford   2002 Promising Practice 
Hunterdon Central Regional High School  Flemington   2002 Promising Practice 
James Madison Primary School  Edison   2002 Promising Practice 
Plainfield NJ Public School #22 Jersey City   2002 Promising Practice 

2001   
Northeast International Magnet School  Montclair   2001 NSOC Finalist 
Antheil Elementary School  Ewing   2001 Promising Practice 
Triangle Elementary School  Hillsborough   2001 Promising Practice 

2000   
Bordentown Regional School District  Crosswicks   2000 NSOC Finalist 
Lore Elementary School Ewing   2000 NSOC Finalist 
Bordentown Regional School District  Crosswicks   2000 Promising Practice 
Livingston Park Elementary School  North Brunswick   2000 Promising Practice 
Lore Elementary School  Ewing   2000 Promising Practice
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Center for Social and Character Development 
Center for Applied Psychology 

Graduate School of Applied and Professional Psychology 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

41 Gordon Road – Suite A 
Piscataway, New Jersey 08854-8067 

Tel: (732) 445-7504 
Fax: (732) 445-7970 
www.rucharacter.org 

 
CSCD@RU Mission 
The Center for Social and Character Development at Rutgers University (CSCD @ RU) 
has been established by the New Jersey Department of Education through two successive 
grants from the US Department of Education to provide guidance, leadership and support 
for public and nonpublic educators developing and implementing character education 
programs. The Center provides statewide and regional conferences annually, conducts 
research regarding the effectiveness of evidence-based character and social development 
programs, and supports an information dissemination and collegial response forum, the 
New Jersey Character Education Network. The Center also provides technical assistance 
regarding program design and evaluation to school districts. 
 

CSCD@RU Staff 
Philip M. Brown, Ph.D. 
Director 
Tel: 732.445.7504 
E-mail: pmbrown@rci.rutgers.edu 

Thilda Coyman 
Program Administrator 
Tel: 732.445.7504 
E-mail: coyman@rci.rutgers.edu 

Rebecca Sapora-Day 
Manager of Program Services 
Tel: 732.445.3343 
E-mail: rsapora@rci.rutgers.edu 

Virginia Stillson, Psy.D. 
Project Manager for Evaluation Services 
Tel: 732.445.7504 
E-mail: virgdisp@rci.rutgers.edu 

Gregory C. Arteglier 
NJSOC Coordinator 
Graduate student, School of Social Work, Rutgers University 
Tel: 732.445.7504 
E-mail: greggart@eden.rutges.edu 



 25 

NJSOC Program Sponsors 
 

The Center for Social and Character Development at Rutgers University 

 wishes to recognize the following organizations  

for their generous support of the 

The New Jersey Schools of Character Program 
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NJSOC Award Ceremony Sponsors 
 

The Center for Social and Character Development at Rutgers University 

 wishes to recognize the following organizations  

for their generous support of the 

2009 New Jersey Schools of Character Award Ceremony 
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NJSOC Award Ceremony Sponsors 
 

The Center for Social and Character Development at Rutgers University 

 wishes to recognize the following organizations  

for their generous support of the 

2009 New Jersey Schools of Character Award Ceremony 
 

 

 
 

 ________________________________________________________  
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